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TO THE READER


Welcome to the first edition of the MULTITRACES newsletter! 


This newsletter is aiming to inform you, about the general objective of MULTITRACES: to assure a modern, multidisciplinary and innovative formation of the students in circular economy for rural area, to promote a new business model with smart valorization of resources, to develop the high-level entrepreneurial knowledge’s and skills of the students, increasing them employability and opportunities for career development. 


MULTITRACES partnership integrates public universities and SMEs: Vasile Alecsandri University of Bacau (UBc)  and Romagria (RoA) from Romania, Politecnico di Torino (POLITO) and Agrindustria Tecco (AGRIND), from Italy, Universidad de Alicante (UA) and Comunidad de Regantes de Pliego (CRPliego) from Spain, International Hellenic University (IHU) and Alfa Wood Group S.A. (ALFAWOOD) fron Greece.


The direct beneficiaries of the project are the university students involved in degrees. Efforts will be done to attract students coming from rural areas. Concerning the staff, three target groups have been identified: professors, technicians and administration personnel in both universities and SMEs. 


Contacts:


UBc - Liliana Topliceanu, � HYPERLINK "mailto:lili@ub.ro" �lili@ub.ro�


POLITO -  Amina Perono, amina.pereno@polito.it


IHU - Vassiliki Kazana, � HYPERLINK "mailto:vkazana@gmail.com" �vkazana@gmail.com�


UA - Oana Madalina Driha, oana.driha@ua.es





RoA - Monica Tataru, � HYPERLINK "mailto:romagriasrl_bc@yahoo.com" �romagriasrl_bc@yahoo.com�


AGRIND -Giuseppe Tecco, � HYPERLINK "mailto:giuseppe.tecco@agrind.it" �giuseppe.tecco@agrind.it�


ALFAWOOD -Dimitrios Lazos, � HYPERLINK "mailto:lazos@alfawood.gr" �lazos@alfawood.gr� 


CRPliego - Martín Jiménez Fernández, � HYPERLINK "mailto:crpliego@crpliego.es" �crpliego@crpliego.es� 
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Participants in the First Transnational Meeting (Bacau)





The MULTITRACES project - Multidisciplinary training in circular economy and smart valorisation of the rural area for new business models, is funded through Erasmus + Program, Key Action 2: Cooperation for innovation and exchange of best practices, Strategic partnerships for higher education.


The project is in line with the "Europe 2020" strategy and the Circular Economy Package (EC, December 2015), which contains the guidelines to move from a linear economy, based on consume and exhaustion of natural resources, to the circular economy model. The circular economy represents the new vision of the treatment of resources, energy and entrepreneurship.


The main purpose of the project is focused on multidisciplinary education of the university students for business development in the rural area in the framework of circular economy for smart valorization of industrial production outputs and natural resources. 


The universities will provide a high-level training program, which will increase their impact on the market of educational offers and at the same time involve their human and material resources in the sustainable development of their region and country.


The companies will benefit from new information in their field of activity, they will be part of an international network working in rural areas and they will be able to develop new business based on the principles of the circular economy.


The project, which will take place over three-year period with working sessions at the partner universities and at the SMEs, will ensures a modern, multidisciplinary and innovative training of students in circular economy in the rural areas, to promote a new business model for the intelligent use of resources, by developing entrepreneurial skills for better employability and career development opportunities.





The specific objectives of the project


• to strengthen the role of universities in regional development by an innovative study and analysis to offer tools for economic decisions of the authorities 


• to improve the connection between universities and SMEs concerning the formation of the students in accordance with the labour market requirements 


• to enrich the staff knowledge in accord with circular economy paradigm and the new learning ICT tools 


• To increase the labour market opportunities for students through the creation and implementation of multidisciplinary training courses in circular economy for new business models in rural area 


• to modernize the learning process introducing innovative methods as blended learning, ICT and audiovisual tools and to assure the practical formation of students in real economy in an international and national environment through the support of SMEs.














The project opening at “Vasile Alecsandri” University of Bacau








The first meeting of the partners was held in January, 2020, on the premises of “Vasile Alecsandri“ University of Bacau, Romania. Partners, universities and SMEs discussed each role in fulfilling the project objectives. The future actions were planned, the content of intellectual products were analysed, the dissemination channels were identified. 


The first two intellectual products, having as goals to study the degree of diffusion of the circular economy in the rural areas of the four countries and the need for specialists in this field, were launched on this occasion. 


The results of these studies will constitute the premises of the course material both for the students’ training and for the case studies.





The Team un the First Transnational Meeting





Intelectual Outputs of the project


Circular economy in rural areas comparative study among participant countries;


Report on the needed knowledge and skills for a successful entrepreneurial career in the framework of circular economy;


Circular economy on rural territories-trends and tools;


Circular economy in rural territories: principles and working methodologies;


New vision with regard to the specific economic activities of the rural environment: by-products valorisation and waste reduction;


Sustainable development of the rural area and smart valorization of the natural resources;


Business Management in the framework of circular economy;


Management and leadership – knowledge and personal skills for a successful application of circular economy in rural area;


Collection of national study cases of circular economy applied to business from rural area;


Collection of international study cases of circular economy applied to business from rural area.











https://www.facebook.com/multitraces2019










