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5.1 Circular economy in Greece 

5.1.1 Structure of the territory and rural area presentation  

5.1.1.1 General presentation  

Greece is located at the southern end of the Balkan Peninsula in southeastern Europe and the 

eastern Mediterranean Sea (Figure 5.1).   

           

Figure 5.1 Location of Greece in Europe 

 

It has land borders to the north, with Albania (212 km), the Republic of North Macedonia 

(234 km) and Bulgaria (472 km) and to the east  with Turkey (192 km), totaling approximately 

1110 km.  Also, it is surrounded to the east by the Aegean Sea to the west by the Ionian Sea, and 

to the south by the Mediterranean Sea (Figure 5.2). 
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Figure 5.2 Bordering countries to Greece 

Greece has the most extensive coastline of all the countries around the Mediterranean Sea 

with a length of 13780 km (Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works 

2006) and one of the longest in the world, ranked in the 11
th
 by length of coastline (CIA World 

Factbook: Coastline).   This is due to the very big number of islands included in the countryôs 

territory. Greece has 6000 islands scattered in the Aegean and Ionian Seas only however 227 of 

them are inhabited (Hellenic Tourism Organization 2006).  

Athens is the capital and the largest city of Greece. It is among the worldôs oldest cities dating 

back 3400 years and it is considered the cradle of western democracy.  The population of the city 

area is 664046 persons (populationstat 2019) with an extremely high density of 17027 people per 

km
2
.  The population of the Athens urban area amounts to 3,152,887, ranking Athens as the 9

th
 

largest city in Europe.  Athens is the political, financial and cultural centre of Greece.  There are 

no cities in the country with more than a million people.  There are 8 cities between 100000 and 

1,000,000 people and 133 cities with 10,000 to 100,000 people. 

The surface area of Greece is 132049 km
2
 (Hellenic Statistical Authority 2019) of which 99% 

is land territory and 1% inland waters.  The country ranks 15
th
 in Europe and 97

th
 in the world in 

order of the total surface area.  The population of Greece according to the 2011 national census 

amounts to 10, 816,286 inhabitants of which 91.6% are Greeks, 1.8% have EU citizenship and 

6.5% have citizenships from other countries. 

The administrative division of Greece includes two levels, Regions and Municipalities. There are 

thirteen Regions (Figure 5.3), which correspond to the EU NUTS II-level divisions. 
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Furthermore, seven decentralized administrations were formed as part of the Ministry of the 

Interior to oversee the Regions, although these do not constitute entities of local government. 

The Regions are further subdivided into Regional Units (four to seven) and each Regional Unit is 

subdivided to a number of Municipalities. The Regional Units and the Municipalities of the 

country amount to 74 and 325 correspondingly. 

5.1.1.2 Geography of Greece 

Almost 80% of Greeceôs territory is a mountainous peninsular mainland entering the 

Mediterranean Sea, with another two smaller peninsulas, the Halkidiki and Peloponnese 

projecting from it.  The largest mountain range, called the Pindos range, extends over the center 

of the country in a northwest-to-southeast direction reaching a maximum elevation at 2,637 m 

(Mount Smolikas).  The Pindos range geologically forms an extension of the Dinaric Alps and it 

stretches also across the Peloponnese and underwater the Aegean Sea, forming many of the 

Aegean islands including Crete. 

The Western and Central part of the country includes high and steep peaks intersected by many 

canyons and other karstic landscapes.  The Meteora and the Vikos Gorges are located in this part 

of the country.  The Vikos Gorge plunges vertically for more than 1,100m making it the worldôs 

deepest canyon in proportion to its width and the 3
rd

 deepest after the Copper Canyon in Mexico 

and the Grand Canyon in the U.S.A. 

The highest point in Greece is Mount Olympus, the mythical seat of Gods, rising to 2,917m 

above sea level and ranking as the 7
th
 highest in Europe.  The lowest point of the country is sea 

level.  Another mountain range, the Rhodope range extends on the north east part of the country 

forming the border between Greece and Bulgaria.  This area is covered by the most productive 

forests of the country.  Plains exist in the Regions of Thessaly, Central Macedonia, Eastern 

Macedonia & Thrace, Western Greece and Crete (Figure 5.3). 

Almost 20% of the countryôs territory consists of islands, which vary greatly in size and climate 

conditions.  The largest island of Greece is Crete, with Evia being the second largest. Among the 

other large Greek islands are included Rhodes and Lesvos in the Aegean Sea and Korfu and 

Kefalonia in the Ionian Sea.  Other smaller islands form groups, often called archipelagos, such 

as the Cyclades and Dodecanese in the south Aegean Sea. 
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Figure 5.3 The Digital Elevation Model (DEM) and the thirteen administrative Regions of 

Greece   

1: Region of Eastern Macedonia & Thrace, 2:, Region of Central Macedonia, 3: Region of 

Western Macedonia, 4: Region of Epirus, 5: Region of Thessaly, 6: Region of North Aegean, 7: 

Region of South Aegean, 8: Region of Central Greece, 9: Region of Western Greece, 10: Region 

of Peloponnese, 11: Region of Ionian Islands, 12: Region of Crete, 13: Region of Attica   

 

Freshwater resources are abundant in Greece, although they are spatially and temporally 

unevenly distributed throughout the country, due to the climate diversity and the relief of the 

country.  Mean annual precipitation ranges between 400mm in the east part of the country 

(Aegean Sea and Athens) to over 900mm in the Northwestern part and the Ionian Islands.  Parts 

of the southern and central mainland, as well as the Aegean islands and Crete are in danger of 

desertification.   Water demand and consumption is particularly increased during the summer dry 

period due to tourist arrivals and the increased needs for irrigation. 
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There are eight major river basins in the country: the Acheloos (Central Greece), Axios, 

Strimonas and Aliakmonas (Macedonia), Evros and Nestos (Thrace) and Arachthos and Kalamas 

(Epirus).  Nine rivers, the Aliakmonas, Acheloos, Pinios, Evros, Nestos, Strimonas, Kalamas, 

Alfios and Arachthos flow over 100km within Greece, while four major rivers originate in 

neighbouring countries: Evros (Turkey), Nestos and Strimonas (Bulgaria) and Axios (North 

Macedonia).  

Also, about 41 natural lakes, of which 19 with an area over 5 km
2
, occupy over 600,000 ha or 

0.5% of the countryôs total area.  The largest lakes are Trichonida, Volvi and Vegoritida. Lake 

Prespa is on the borders with Albania and North Macedonia.  There are about 400 wetlands of 

which 10 have been designated as Ramsar wetlands of international conservation importance.  

Finally, there are 14 artificial lakes, ten of which with an area over 5 km
2
, which occupy another 

26,000 ha (https://www.un.org/esa/agenda21/natlinfo/countr/greece/watergreece04f.pdf).  

About 80% of the freshwater resources are in the form of surface water and the rest are 

groundwater.  The total renewable water resources, that is the sum of renewable groundwater 

and renewable surface water resources (both internal and external) was estimated in 2017 to 68 

billion m3/year and the renewable water per inhabitant to 6,129 m3/person/year 

(https://www.worldometers.info/water/greece-water/#water-use).  On the other hand, in 2016, 

the total freshwater abstraction by public water supply per inhabitant was estimated to 172.9 m3, 

a much higher level than that of all the other European countries 

(https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Water_statistics).  

 

5.1.1.3 Rural area 

5.1.1.3.1 Population 

In terms of the degree of urbanization/rurality about 97% of the countryôs territory is classified 

as rural area.   This classification is based on the new harmonized definition of urban and rural 

areas, which is using population grids and it has been developed by the European Commission in 

collaboration with OECD (Dijkstra and Poelman 2014).  This new degree of urbanization uses a 

three-way classification of local units, LAU2s (municipalities): densely populated areas (cities or 

urban centres) where at least 50% of the population lives in high-density clusters; intermediate 

density area (towns and suburbs) where less than 50% of the population lives in rural grid cells 

and less than 50% in a high-density cluster and thinly populated areas (rural areas) where more 

than 50% of the population lives in rural grid cells. 

Table 5.1 shows the countryôs detailed land distribution, while Figure 5.4 the spatial 

representation of the countryôs land distribution.  

Table 5.1   Land distribution according to degree of urbanization/rurality in Greece, 2019 

GRIDCODE Area (ha) km
2
 Percentage (%) 

Rural  12835700.0 128357.0 97.2 

Towns and suburbs 

(Intermediate 

areas) 

277850.0 2778.5 2.1 

Cities (urban) 91347.6 913.5 0.7 

TOTAL  13204897.6 132049.0 100.0 

https://www.un.org/esa/agenda21/natlinfo/countr/greece/watergreece04f.pdf
https://www.worldometers.info/water/greece-water/#water-use
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Water_statistics
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Figure 5.4 Spatial distribution of rural areas in Greece 

 

Table 5.2 shows the countryôs detailed population distribution in terms of degree of 

urbanization/rurality.   It appears from Table 5.2 that almost 1/3 of the countryôs population in 

2019 (28.5%) lives in rural areas.  

Table 5.2 Population distribution according to degree of urbanization/rurality in Greece, 2019  

GRIDCODE  Population km
2
 Percentage (%) Population density 

(persons/km
2
) 

Rural  3056510.7 128357.0 28.5 23.81 

Towns and 

suburbs 

(Intermediate 

areas) 

3464045.5 2778.5 32.3 1246.73 

Cities (urban) 4204042.8 913.5 39.2 4602.13 

TOTAL  10724599.0 132049,0 100.0 81.21 
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The rural population of the country showed a small declining trend between 2016 and 2019 

(Figure 5.5), although in 2019 it appears stabilized.  The observed population loss in the rural 

areas over the 2016-2019 period has favoured the town and suburb areas (intermediate density 

areas), where it seems that rural population has been moved to, as these areas presented an 

increasing population trend over the same period.   During this period a small population 

decrease occurred also in the urban areas of the country.   

 

Figure 5.5   Percent population by degree of urbanization/rurality in Greece, 2016-

2019 

The gender distribution at it is depicted in Figure 5.6 is in favour of the male population. The 

ratio between the male and the female population was 54.8% and 45.2% respectively in 2019 

following very small fluctuations over the 2016-2019 period.  This is in contrast to the country 

overall gender distribution, which favours women as it is shown in Figure 5.7.  The ratio 

between the male and the female population of the country as a whole in 2019 was 48.6% and 

51.4% respectively, also showing very small fluctuations over the 2016-2019 period. 

 

      Figure 5.6   Percent distribution of rural population by gender in Greece, 2016-2019 
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       Figure 5.7   Percent distribution of total population by gender in Greece, 2016-2019 

With regard to the labour force, 27.5% of the economically active population of the country, that 

is the population from 15 to 65 years of age, who were employed in 2019 lived in the rural areas, 

33% in towns and suburbs and 39.5% in urban areas (Figure 5.8).  This distribution pattern of the 

employed economically active population shows that opportunities need to be created to improve 

the employment conditions in the rural areas of the country.  

 

Figure 5.8 Percent total population by age, degree of urbanization /rurality and 

labour status in Greece, 2016-2019; Age 15-64 years, Employment status: 

Employed 
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Figure 5.9 Percent male population by age, degree of urbanization/rurality and 

labour status in Greece, 2016-2019; Age 15-64 years, Employment status: 

Employed 

 

Figure 5.10 Percent female population by age, degree of urbanization/rurality and 

labour status in Greece, 2016-2019; Age 15-64 years, Employment status: 

Employed 

About 29% of the employed economically active population in the rural areas in 2019 was men 

and a little over than 25% was women.  On the contrary, the gender distribution in towns and 

suburbs in the same year was equally balanced (33%) and in favour of women (41.6%) over men 

(37.9%) in the urban areas.  The detailed gender distribution of the employed population aged 

15-64 years by degree of urbanization/ rurality between 2016 and 2019 is depicted in Figures 5.9 

and 5.10.  
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Figure 5.11   Percent of total population 65 years or over by degree of 

urbanization/rurality in Greece, 2016-2019 

Overall, the total population trend in the rural areas, over the 2016-2019 period, appeared 

declining, while a similar declining trend was observed during the same period for the gender 

distribution too. On the other hand from the countryôs total population 65 years or over, that is 

the non-economically active population; a substantial part (35.1%) in 2019 lived in the rural 

areas, however appearing in a dwindling direction between 2016 and 2018.  

 

Figure 5.12   Percent of male population 65 years or over by degree of urbanization in 

Greece, 2016-2019 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2016 2017 2018 2019

36,5 35,8 36,1 35,9 

26,8 28,1 28,8 29,1 

36,7 36,1 35,1 35,1 

Rural

Towns & suburbs

Cities

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2016 2017 2018 2019

34,7 33,8 34,0 34,0 

27,0 28,7 29,3 29,1 

38,3 37,5 36,7 36,9 

Rural

Towns & suburbs

Cities



13 
 

 

Figure 5.13   Percent of female population 65 years or over by degree of urbanization in 

Greece, 2016-2019 

In terms of the gender distribution of the old population, as it shown in Figure 5.12 more men 65 

years or over (36.9%) lived in the rural areas in 2019 compared to the corresponding aged 

population in towns & suburbs (29.1%) and urban areas (34%).  The male population in the rural 

areas was slightly increased in terms of 2018, but it did decline between 2016 and 2018. The 

female population 65 years or over in the rural areas in 2019 was higher (33.6%) than the 

corresponding aged population in towns & suburbs (29.1%) but less than that of the urban areas 

(37.4%).  The female population of the rural areas was also gradually reduced over the 2016-

2019 period. 

Most of the employed people in the rural areas work in the agriculture, forestry & fishing 

economic sectors.  In 2017 more than half a million people were employed in these sectors, 

which constitutes approximately 12.5% of the total number of people employed in all the other 

economic sectors. The corresponding shares of the employed people in agriculture, forestry & 

fishery over the employed people in all the other economic sectors in 2015 and 2016 were about 

14% and 15% respectively.   

Table 5.3   Employment in the primary sector of economy in Greece, 2015-2017 

 Number of people employed (1000) 

 2015 2016 2017 

Agricultrure, 

Forestry & 

Fishery 

479,1 587,4 516,1 

All economic 

sectors 

3.519,9 3.887,4 4.178,2 

 

5.1.1.3.2 Economic activities of rural areas 

The main economic activities of the rural areas of Greece are closely connected to the countryôs 
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in 2016 an area of 6517000 ha, which constitutes a little over than 49% of the countryôs total 

area, while the non-agricultural lands, which include in addition to forest and semi-natural areas, 

the water surfaces, the buildings and other artificial surfaces form the remaining 51% of the 

countryôs land area.  The arable lands along with the permanent crops comprise 21% of the 

agricultural lands, while the pastures and other agricultural areas cover 11% and 16% of the total 

agricultural land area (Figure 5.14). 

Table 5.4   Land use/land cover distribution in Greece, 2016 

Land use/Land cover Area (ha) 

Agricultural lands  6,517,000 

- Arable lands 2,118,980 

- Permanent crops 750,020 

- Pastures 1,446,060 

- Heterogeneous agricultural area 2,201,940 

Non-agricultural lands 6,687,900 

- Forests and semi-natural areas 6,248,650 

- Water surfaces 179,800 

- Buildings 213,400 

- Other artificial surfaces 46,050 

TOTAL  13,204,900 

 

 

 

Figure 5.14   Percent land use/land cover distribution in Greece, 2016 

 

Crop agricultural production  

The percentage agricultural crop areas are presented in Figure 5.15.  In 2018 the crops on the 

arable lands covered most 60% of the agricultural lands and the tree crops about 35%. Vineyards 

extended over 3% of the agricultural land surface and vegetable crops over 2%. 
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Figure 5.15   Percent distribution of agricultural crop areas in Greece, 2018 

The main agricultural products in thousands of tons produced in Greece over the 2015-2018 

period included wheat, cotton, tobacco, must, olive oil, oranges and lemons.  The detailed 

production of those products is shown in Table 5.5. The most important change in the production 

of the agricultural products concerns the production of wheat, which has been steadily decreased 

over this period.  The production of cotton and lemons was increased in 2018, while the 

production of the other agricultural products remained rather stable with small fluctuations 

between 2015 and 2018. 

 

Table 5.5   Main agricultural products of Greece, 2015-2018 (thous. tons) 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Agricultural 

products 

  

    

Wheat 1459 1561 1357 1261 

Cotton 818 739 809 860 

Tobacco 37 38 33 31 

Must 300 302 298 300 

Olive oil 333 328 312 328 

Oranges 809 806 727 745 

Lemons 61 65 76 78 

 

Animal agricultural production  

The main animal capital measured in thousands of heads in Greece consists of bovines, pigs, 

sheep, goats and bees, which are measured in thousands of beehives.  The detailed animal capital 

changes in thousands of heads for the years 2015 to 2018 are shown in Table 5.6.  It is quite 

encouraging for the countryôs rural development that the animal capital with the exception of 

goats presented an upward trend over this period. 
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Table 5.6   Animal capital (thous. heads) 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Bovine 611 613 615 626 

Pigs 714 698 717 720 

Sheep 8746 8680 8828 8909 

Goats 4128 3976 3998 3942 

Beehives (thous.) 1519 1580 1647 1674 

 

The main animal products of Greece include meat, milk, cheese and honey.  The detailed animal 

production measured in thousands of tons from 2015 to 2018 is presented in Table 5.7.  As it can 

be observed in 2018 there have been a small decrease of 3-5% for the meat, milk and hard cheese 

products and a small increase of about 1% for the soft cheese and honey products. 

 

Table 5.7   Animal production (thous. tons) 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Meat 457 458 443 443 

Milk  1972 1910 1921 1920 

Cheese hard 36 35 34 33 

Cheese soft 93 96 99 102 

Honey 21 21 22 22 

 

For the produced meat in particular Table 5.8 shows the detailed production of meet derived 

from bovines, sheep and goats, pigs and poultry. The data shown in Table 5.8 according to the 

Hellenic Statistical Authority 2018; 2019, refer to the total carcass weight of bovine animals and 

pigs slaughtered in slaughterhouses or on the farm, of sheep (including lambs) and goats 

slaughtered in slaughterhouses or elsewhere, as well as the total carcass weight of poultry 

slaughtered, where meat is declared fit for human consumption. 

 

Table 5.8   Production of meat in Greece, 2016-2019 (thous. tons of carcass weight) 

 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Meet of 

Bovine 40.17 44.11 39.63 33.46 

Sheep and Goats 74.52 71.32 70.10 72.33 

Pigs 93.50 81.18 81.83 81.03 

Poultry  212.65 214.30 219.91 229.95 

  

 

 



17 
 

5.1.2 Companies operating in the rural area or connected with the rural population  

The number of commercial private legal entities, that is, the businesses operating in the rural 

areas or connected with the rural population of Greece is considered to be an important indicator 

that reflects the dynamics of specific economic sectors in these areas.  Table 5.9 presents the 

annual change of the number of rural related businesses in the sectors of agriculture, forestry and 

fishery, mines and quarries, food industry, manufacture of beverages and wood industry.  As it 

can be seen from Table 5.9 the most dynamic business field in the rural areas of Greece over the 

2014-2017 period was agriculture, forestry & fishing, which appeared increasing particularly 

between 2014 and 2016. 

Table 5.9 Number of businesses operating in the rural area or connected with the rural 

population of Greece during 2014-2017 classified by business activity 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Business activity 

Agriculture, Forestry &  

Fishery 

463544 470286 528780 528632 

Mines & Quarries 810 678 572 625 

Food Industry 16353 15828 15231 15570 

Beverages 1139 1105 1096 1190 

Wood industry 3196 2824 2508 2476 

 

The total number of the rural related businesses, that is, all the commercial private legal entities 

operating in the rural areas or connected with the rural population is depicted in the following 

Figure 5.16. 

 

Figure 5.16 Number of commercial private legal entities in rural areas or connected with the 

rural population of Greece over the 2014-2017 period 
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5.1.3 Circular economy indicators: realization and perspectives in Greece 

The European Union in 2015 adopted an action plan to support transition to a more circular 

economy where products, materials and resources would be maintained as long as possible and 

the waste generated  would be minimized (EU Environmental Review Report ï Country Greece 

2019).  This action plan was in line with the other EU priorities, such as growth, jobs, industrial 

innovation, investment, climate and energy and the efforts for sustainable development.  In this 

context use of robust indicator frameworks it is considered important to monitor any progress 

towards circular economy.  Although no widely accepted framework exists as yet for monitoring 

circular economy particularly due to the inherent systemic complexities of CE, the Eurostat has 

introduced an indicator framework which includes 10 indicators in 4 different thematic areas: 

i) Production and consumption 

Á Self-sufficiency of raw materials for production in the EU 

Á Green public procurement (to be used as an indicator for financing aspects) 

Á Waste generation (to be used as an indicator for consumption aspects)  

Á Food waste 

ii)  Waste management 

Á Recyling rates (the recycled share of waste) 

Á Specific waste streams (packaging waste, biowaste, e-waste, e.t.c) 

 

iii)  Secondary raw materials 

Á Contribution of recycled materials to raw material demand 

Á Trade of recyclable raw materials between the EU Member States and with 

the rest of the world 

 

iv) Competitiveness and innovation 

Á Private investments, jobs and gross value added 

Á Patents related to recycling and secondary raw materials as a proxy for 

innovation 

The related indicators under the above 4 thematic areas for Greece are presented in   

5.1.3.1 PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 

According to OECD (2020), the Domestic Material consumption (DMC) is the indicator used to 

represent the amount of materials, in terms of weight extracted or harvested in a country, plus the 

amount of materials and products imported, minus the amount of material and products exported. 

These materials include all types of materials used in the economy, such as metals, non-metallic 

minerals (construction minerals, industrial minerals), biomass (wood, food) and fossil energy 

carriers.  The DMC for Greece expressed in tons/capita on an annual basis over the 2015-2019 

period is shown in Table 5.10.  The corresponding values of the EU-27/EU28 are also included 

in the table.  There is a clear declining trend in the DMC of the country during this period 

reaching a total reduction of 20.53% in 2019 with respect to 2015, while the corresponding trend 

of the DMC in the EU 28 is slightly rising with a total increase of 2.8% in 2019 with respect to 

2015.  The DMC reduction in Greece clearly reflects the severe economic crisis the country 
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suffered over the period in consideration and in particular the collapse of the manufacturing and 

construction sectors.  

Table 5.10   Annual Domestic material consumption (DMC) per capita (tonnes/capita) in Greece 

and EU-27/EU28, 2015-2019 

Time 

Country  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

GREECE 12.269 11.59 11.168 11.019 9.749 

EU(27 countries-

from 2020) 

13.705 13.668 14.029 14.234 14.156 

EU (28 countries) 13.054 12.999 13.328 13.473 13.42 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do?tab=table&plugin=1&language=en&pcode=t2020_rl1

10 

On the other hand the resource productivity in 2019, which is calculated as the ratio of GDP in 

PPS and DMC for Greece and the EU-27 is presented in Table 5.11. PPS (Purchasing Power) is 

an artificial common currency used by Eurostat to eliminate the effect of price level differences 

across countries due to fluctuations in currency exchange rates, when reflecting the differences 

between the purchasing power of, for example households.  The resource productivity in Greece 

although lower it is close to the EU-27 index base value.  

 

Table 5.11   Resource productivity in Greece and EU-27, 2019 

Country  GDPpps per 

capita 

DMC per 

capita 

Resource productivity 

(GDPpps/DMC) 

 PPS per capita tons per capita PPS per 

kilogram 

Index (EU-

27=100) 

GREECE 21040 9.7 2.2 97.9 

EU-27 31105 14.2 2.2 100 

GDP in current prices, PPS: Purchasing Power Standards 

Eurostat (online data codes: env_ac_mfa, nama_10_gdp, demo_gind) 

The total hazardous and nonhazardous waste in Greece as shown in Table 5.12 constitutes about 

2.85% of the total EU-28 corresponding waste.  The primary waste in Greece accounts for 

99.33% of the total waste, while at the EU-28 level the primary waste comprises 94% of the total 

waste. However, the waste generation per capita recorded in Greece is well above that of the EU-

27, as it appears in Table 5.13. 

Table 5.12   Generation of hazardous and nonhazardous waste in Greece and EU-28, 2016 

 Country  Total waste 

(tons) 

 Primary waste    

(tons) 

Secondary waste 

(tons) 

 

Greece 

 

72,358,026 

 

 

71,875,121 

 

 

482,905 

 

EU-28 2,537,770,000 

 

2,386,840,000 

 

150,930,000 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do?tab=table&plugin=1&language=en&pcode=t2020_rl110
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do?tab=table&plugin=1&language=en&pcode=t2020_rl110
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Table 5.13   Waste generation per capita in Greece and EU-27, 2016 

 Country   Waste generation per capita 

(kg per capita) 

 

Greece 

 

6,715.0 

 

EU-27 5,078.0 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php/Waste_statistics#Total_waste_generation 

The distribution of waste generation per economic sector expressed in % share in tons both in 

Greece and the EU-27 is presented in Table 5.14.  It is evident from this Table that the biggest 

waste generation in Greece is related to the mining and quarrying sector (almost three times 

higher than the corresponding one in the EU-27), while the biggest share in waste generation in 

the EU-27 is attributed to the construction and demolition sector. Almost equal is the waste 

generation share in the energy sector in Greece and the EU-27. 

Table 5.14   Waste generation by economic activities and households in Greece and EU-27 (% 

share in tons), 2016 

 Country  Mining 

and 

quarrying  

Manufacturing  Energy Construction 

and 

demolition 

Other 

economic 

activities 

Households  

Greece         78.4          6.4    3.5          0.8          4.2  6.6 

EU-27         27.6        11.1    3.4        34.8     14.7  8.3 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php/Waste_statistics#Total_waste_generation 

The generated municipal waste per capita appeared in slightly increasing trend both in Greece 

and the EU-28 over the 2014-2018 period as it is shown in Table 5.15.  The quantity values of 

municipal waste per capita in Greece were ranging a little higher than those of the EU-28 by 2-

3%.  No relevant data was available for Greece in year 2018. 

Table  5.15   Generation of municipal waste per capita (Kg per capita) in Greece and EU-28, 

2014-2018 

Time 

Country  2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

GREECE 488 488 498 504 n.a. 

EU-28 478       480         487       487           488 

(Eurostat, dataset: CEI_PC031) 

The waste generation per GDP unit except major mineral wastes, such as those related to the 

mining, construction and demolition sectors presented in Table 5.16 showed that the cost of 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Waste_statistics#Total_waste_generation
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Waste_statistics#Total_waste_generation
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Waste_statistics#Total_waste_generation
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Waste_statistics#Total_waste_generation



